
Small Vessel Engineer – Entry Onto Alternative Route

Start

 
Do you hold a relevant engineering  

qualification?

This flowchart provides guidance for those who already hold an engineering qualification, and intend to register onto the Small Vessel 
Engineer Alternative route. They will be working to achieve their first Certificate of Competency: SV Engineer Officer of the Watch 
<9000kw <3000GT  See MSN1904 for further details

 
Obtain a relevant recognised engineering qualification or consider entry onto 

Experienced Seafarer Route by gaining experience on board in an engineering roleNo

Yes
Degree HND HNC Apprenticeship

Is your Degree in 
Marine, Mechanical, 
Electromechanical 

or Aeronautical 
Engineering?

Did your Degree  
cover at least 4  
of the following:
Mathematics,

Engineering Drawing
Applied Mechanics,

Applied Heat
Electrotechnology,
Naval Architecture,
Ship Construction

Was your Degree 
completed in the UK?

Obtain ENIC letter 
to show level 6 

equivalence or above.

Is your HND in 
Marine, Mechanical, 
Electromechanical 

or Aeronautical 
Engineering?

Did your HND cover 
at least 4 of the 

following:
Mathematics,

Engineering Drawing
Applied Mechanics,

Applied Heat
Electrotechnology,
Naval Architecture,
Ship Construction

Was your HND 
completed in the UK, 

or an EU State?

Obtain ENIC letter 
to show level 5 

equivalence or above.

Is your HNC in 
Marine, Mechanical, 
Electromechanical 

or Aeronautical 
Engineering?

Did your HNC cover 
at least 4 of the 

following:
Mathematics,

Engineering Drawing
Applied Mechanics,

Applied Heat
Electrotechnology,
Naval Architecture,
Ship Construction

Was your HNC 
completed in the UK, 

or an EU State?

Obtain ENIC letter 
to show level 4 

equivalence or above.

Is your Apprenticeship 
in a Marine Engineering 

discipline?

Was your apprenticeship 
completed in the UK and 
at NVQ Level 3 or above?

Was your apprenticeship 
completed in an EU state?

Obtain ENIC letter to 
show level 3 equivalence 

or above.

 
Apply to Warsash to be considered for registration onto the Small Vessel Engineer alternative route.

Provide all evidence of your engineering qualification (certificate, transcripts, module details) and ENIC letter if required.
Applications email: wma.lia@solent.ac.uk
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